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ENOWN AS  basic skills
classes, these classes are
geared to help youngsiers
prepare themselves to earn
wages and assume (he duties’
and obligations of oitizen-:
ship. There are 14 such class-
es in Torrance elementary
schools and 10 more in the
city's bigh schools. i

Emphasis in the bavic siilis:
program is o8 concrete appli-|
cations of knowiedge. Where
ordinary siudenis solve prob-;
jems on the basis of certain
sssumplions, the basic siills;
tudents f1ake nothing for
Zranted, They must ®oTk oul;
what others will assume.. |

Because ihe basic skills of

roing are difficuit forl
these students o understand,
teachers must spend their
{ime in activilies which can
give the studenis an oppor-
tumity to experience. with
their own eyes and hands, |
those thimgs olbers read on!
the printed page. Throughi
these actimties, the students;
fearn to tell left from night,
up angd down, 2nd fromt and
back. in this way, the stu-
dents learn ihe difference be-.
tween 2 “b" and 2 “d” or 2]
“g7 and " :
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ANOTHER OF the con-|
cepls which these students
must Jearn is that of seif
“Before he can reach out and
know the world around him,” |
says one basw skilis leacher, .
“he must know himsell Once
be knows himself, be is ready |
for in and out, up and down,
in front of, behind, on top of,
and below™

in the same way—experi-
ence and practice——the stu-
dents learn fto draw basic
shapes — circles, (iriangles !
square, and rectangles. Until
these shapes can be drawn
the student can not  really!
learn to read

After three or four years|
In the basic class these stu
dents will progress to an in-
termediate class where they
will spend another two or
three vears. Here they con-|
centraie on the comcrele ap-
plications of their knowledge
conking will

theiy learning
“« b .

TEACLING THESE stu-
denls sowie of ibe more ab-
siract ideas, goveonment o
Ristory, for example re
difficult, Teachers must em
phasize the individual's reie
in government, nol the struc-
ture of governmen! “These
studenis understand the di-
reet  experience,” siys one;
basic skills teacher.

emphasis continues t
on the concrete applications
of skills. In these classes, stu
deats may learn 1o work
a shop, to cook, and
safety and health. At 1this
level, the basic skills students
sre trained to hold jobs and
ihey frequently hold jobs
during thege years, One re-
cent graduate worked as @)
fruck driver, while others)
may do clerica’ work ur mend
books for ihe school distnet. |
Employers rale ihese stu-|
denls as top-noich employes !
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